
Day-long campaign raises
awareness about dangers
of lighting up

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

Vera Sprague always told herself that if smoking ever made her
cough, she would quit.

“One day after lunch I lit up a cigarette and had a good cough-
ing spell,” she said. “I quit right then and there. That was the deal
I made with myself. If a cigarette ever made me cough, I’d never
smoke another one. And I haven’t.”

That was more than 30 years ago, after 25 years as a smoker.
But not everyone has that kind of determination or willpower.

It took “a bunch of times” for physical therapy lab assistant Ann
Parlato to kick the smoking habit for good and she’s been free for
13 years.

For those who need a little help, or maybe a lot, folks at the
Public Health and Education Center at Fox Army Health Cen-
ter sponsored the annual Great American Smokeout Nov. 21.

See Smokeout on page 9
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Army upgrading
children’s areas

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

A task force directed by higher head-
quarters found that playgrounds at most
installations were older than the users’ par-
ents.

The study since late 1999 prompted the
Army Materiel Command to upgrade those
facilities for children. Installations were
told to tear the playgrounds down and
replace them with safer ones.

This resulted in a windfall for Redstone
Arsenal, which has three community play-
grounds and 10 other play places through-
out its housing areas. The funds from AMC
amount to more than $200,000 for equip-
ment in the community playgrounds and
almost $300,000 in the housing areas.

“We’re trying to spread the playgrounds
out,” Jerry Lewis, an engineering techni-
cian in the Housing Management Branch,
said. “We probably have more than a lot of
the bases have but we’ve been lucky in
being able to get funding for it.”

The community playground in the Vin-
cent Drive recreation area was replaced by
$70,000 in new equipment by spring 2001.
The one at Easter Posey recreation area
will be replaced for $77,505 under a con-

tract awarded Sept. 30 for completion with-
in 180 days. And the playground at the Col.
Carroll Hudson recreation area will be
replaced by about the same amount, proba-
bly by the end of fiscal 2003.

Each playground will have a fenced, tot
lot for ages 2-5 and a school-age area for
those 5-12. The equipment adheres to the
Consumer Product Safety Standards and
handicap accessibility under the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

“When all is said and done, the commu-
nity playgrounds got over $200,000 for
replacement projects,” Dan Ahern, director
of Personnel and Community Activities,
said. “You have to take out the old stuff in
order to get the new stuff and that’s what
we did.”

AMC also funded training for represen-
tatives from the subordinate installations,

See Playgrounds on page 5

Playgrounds should be safer for play

Fox Army Health Center helps smokers kick the habit

Photo by Skip Vaughn
NEW EQUIPMENT— This community playground in the Vincent Park recreation
area was the first on post replaced with new equipment through funds from head-
quarters Army Materiel Command.

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
ON CONTRACT— Spec. John Cadieux, X-ray technician at Fox
Army Health Center, signed a contract to stay smoke-free dur-
ing the Great American Smokeout Nov. 21. 
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal,
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

Letters to the editor

Message to Tom Potter of Outdoor
Recreation: I heard you’re retir-
ing soon. Congratulations!

I know I’m just a lowly lieutenant
colonel in the Pentagon, but on behalf of
thousands and thousands of troops
who’ve been through Redstone over the
past... well, 17 years for me, I want to
say thank you.

Thank you for taking the time to teach
me how to shoot skeet — I’m damn
good at it now and the only lessons I’ve
ever had came from you. When I was a
brand new second lieutenant and had
time on my hands and an interest in
shooting, you taught me how to do it
right and safe. I’m sure there’s nothing in
your duty description that says you
should hold the hand of someone new in
the sport; you just did it because that’s
the kind of man you are.

Thank you for teaching me how to
hunt squirrels. You showed me the gear
and actually took time off to take me out
in the woods and show me how it’s
done. You showed me how to clean the
game and gave me pointers on how to
prepare it. And that’s something I’ll
never forget.

Thank you for taking the time to show
me where to find ducks in the winter and
where to take my boys to get some
bream in the summer. As you know, the
nomadic military lifestyle does not lend
itself to knowing an area as well as the
regulars. But your willingness to share
this information put me in league with
the regulars. My boys and I thank you.

Thank you for being there in the dark
to sign me up and thank you for sending
me off into the woods with a fatherly “be
careful out there...” Passing the hunter
safety test is one thing, your gentle
reminder each morning actually did stay

with us. We all owe you huge thanks for
that.

Whether it’s renting boats or checking
out camping gear, you’ve been there
every year, season after season, making
sure me and other soldiers have the right
equipment and understand how to use it
safely. Thank you for repeating this with
countless new soldiers each year, with
the same dedication and discipline.

Thank you for understanding
soldiers. We’re not bureaucrats and we
don’t much stand for all their rules. You
challenged the dumb rules on our behalf
and made us understand the ones that
were for our own good. When you prom-
ised us something was going to get fixed,
it always was. And if it was above your
pay grade, you told us who to go
see. Thank you for being a soldier even
though you’d hung up your uniform
many years before.

Redstone Outdoor Recreation has
changed a lot over the 17 years I’ve used
it — new equipment, new buildings,
computers, etc. But I’m most grateful for
the one thing that hasn’t changed at all
— the superb customer service ethic of
everyone who works there. I’m con-
vinced the reason that ethic exists is
because of you, Tom. I hope it continues
there as your legacy when you leave.

I’m personally going to miss you at
Outdoor Recreation, but look forward to
seeing you — hopefully - on the same
side of the counter as me. In either case,
your retirement is well deserved and I
hope you continue to pursue the out-
doors.

Thanks again, and godspeed,
Tom. See you in the woods. 

Lt. Col. Jeffrey Mockensturm 
Army Special Programs

HHC AMCOM would like to
thank the Redstone Arsenal com-
munity for its generosity in help-

ing to provide a bountiful Thanksgiving

for 26 soldiers and their family members. 

Sgt. Latoya Parker
HHC AMCOM 

Retiring recreation worker will be missed Soldier gives thanks to community 

Photo by Spec. Evan Morrow

Giving thanks
Garrison commander Col. Bob Devlin talks during the Thanksgiving meal at the
dining hall with future ammunition specialists, from left, Pvts. Sahmantha Smith,
Keisha Douglass and Hannah Fraley.

Maj. Gen. Mitchell Stevenson, com-
mander of the Ordnance Center and
School, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.,
visited the Logistics Support Activity, Nov.
26 to receive an overview of capabilities.

The formal agenda began with Col.
Kurt Weidenthal, LOGSA commander,
presenting “Today’s Command Focus.”
Key topics of the command focus includ-
ed LOGSA’s active role in the Logistics
Transformation Task Force, a key role in
supporting the Stryker Brigade to collect
and analyze critical data, its Emergency

Operations Center, support to the Army
G4/AMC Enterprise, and the Logistics
Modernization Program.

Other topics included results of the
Army Oil Analysis Program Economic
Analysis, Manpower Requirements Crite-
ria initiatives, and status of the Electronic
Technical Manual/Interactive Electronic
Technical Manual standards.  

Stevenson was accompanied by Col.
David Hafele, commander of the Ord-
nance Munitions and Electronics Mainte-
nance School.

Ordnance chief visits
Logistics Support Activity

What would you like for Christmas?
That’s the “Rocket rumblings” question

for this month. Send your answer, in 50
words or less, to fax 955-9138 or e-mail:
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil.

Rocket rumblings:
Your holiday wishes?





















Basketball salute 
The Association of the U.S. Army will
present “Salute to Military Night” with
the Huntsville Flight vs. Asheville Alti-
tude basketball game Friday at 7:30 p.m.
at the Von Braun Center. Tickets are $5
per person. For more information, call
Lawrence 429-1008.

Volleyball league
The Redstone Volleyball League holds a
clinic each Sunday from 2-4:30 p.m., with
open play following, at Pagano Gym. For
information call Felix Milar 313-1200,
876-2943 or 313-6091.

Basketball clinics
Upcoming clinics at Optimist Park Gym
include a Basketball Coaches Clinic, Dec
20 from 6-8 p.m., cost is $15 and includes
a free T-shirt; and a Basketball Clinic for
Youth (ages 8-12), Dec. 21, boys 9 a.m. to
noon and girls 1-4 p.m., cost is $20 and
includes a free T-shirt. Call 325-7529 or
register online at www.playsmartt.com.

Youth gymnastics instructor
Youth Sports is looking for a qualified
gymnastics instructor for beginning and
intermediate classes to be held on post.
Instruction will be available for ages 5-18.
Interested individuals should call Missy
Richards, youth sports director, 313-3699.

Project management group
The Project Management Institute, North
Alabama Chapter will meet 5:30-7:30
p.m. Thursday at the Sister Gooch’s Wine
Cellar, 382 Slaughter Road in Madison.
Tony Lindeman, chapter president, is to
provide a short presentation on highlights
from the PMI Symposium & Exhibition
2002 in San Antonio, Texas. Door prizes,
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be
provided. Cost is $10 per person and a
cash bar will be available. For reserva-
tions call Camilla Canty 726-1904.

Florida A&M alums
Alumni of Florida A&M University plan
an interest meeting to establish a local
chapter of the FAMU Alumni Association.
For more information, call Robert McCoy
858-0830 or Wendell Johnson 427-7043.

Sergeants major
The Sergeants Major Association will
hold its monthly meeting Dec. 19 from
6:30-7:30 in the morning at the Redstone
Golf Club. The association is open to E-9s
from all services, Army, Air Force,
Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard
and Reserve. For more information, call
retired CSM Jean Rose 313-1659.

Blacks in government
The Huntsville-Madison County Chapter

of Blacks in Government will sponsor a
lunch and learn program Dec. 11 at 11:15
a.m. at the Sparkman building 5304
in room 4331 (third floor). Tim Grey,
director of the Civilian Personnel Adviso-
ry Center, is to speak on the privatiza-
tion/outsourcing of Army civilian and mil-
itary jobs, and how this may impact the
future federal work force. The meeting is
open to anyone interested in dialogue
about this important process. For more
information, call Mary Peoples 955-4275.

Catholic pilgrimage
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic commu-
nity at Bicentennial Chapel is planning a
pilgrimage to Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine, Lourdes, France for the annual
International Military Pilgrimage. The
patrons will be in France May 14-23.
Many sightseeing trips are included in this
pilgrimage, to include a day trip to Utah
and Omaha Beaches, visit to the American
Cemetery, and two days in Paris. The
price of this pilgrimage is approximately
$1,677 per person based on double occu-
pancy leaving from Huntsville and $1,560
per person based on double occupancy
leaving from Atlanta. Cost includes
roundtrip coach air fare, transfers, tours,
two meals per day, 4-star hotels and taxes.
For more information, call Donna Raguc-
ci 461-9415.

Reserve detachment
An Army Reserve Detachment on Red-
stone Arsenal is looking for prior active
duty people or possibly transfers from
other  Reserve/National Guard units with
MOS 74B (information systems opera-
tors) and MOS 75B/H (unit administra-
tion). For 74B MOS, it will consider
reclassification action to MOS 74B if you
can document with resume civilian
acquired skills, education/experience,  in
the following computer skills: data base
management, programming, networking
and telecommunications. Minimum of a
secret clearance required. Must possess
the personal qualifications to pass the
background investigation process to
obtain a top secret clearance in the near
future. If you have MOS 74C or 74F, it is
now authorized to convert to 74B as well.

For MOS 75B/H, you must be MOS-Q,
prior service or transfer from another unit.
For more information, call Charles Vartan
876-0604 (work) or 883-8891 (home). 

Apprentice program
The Science and Engineering Apprentice
Program is held each summer to give aca-
demically talented high school and col-
lege students research experience with
mentors at the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand. Applications are available from
high school senior counselors or college
placement services; and the deadline is
Jan. 31. For more information, call Betty
Duke of the Civilian Personnel Advisory
Center 313-4790. 

New Year’s Eve gala
The Officers and Civilians Club is having
another blow-out New Year’s Eve party
Dec. 31. We’re starting with a buffet din-
ner served 7-9 p.m. and live music by
“The Usual Suspects.” Ticket price is $35
per person and includes dinner, entertain-
ment, continental breakfast from midnight
to 1 a.m., party favors, and champagne for
toasting. We’re also offering an all-inclu-
sive on-post lodging package. You do the
celebrating, we do the driving. Includes
lodging on Redstone Arsenal in cottages
or deluxe hotel rooms, transportation to
and from the New Year’s Eve gala, dinner
and dance. Sixty-six deluxe rooms -$115.50
per couple and five cottages - $127.50 per
couple. For tickets, call 830-CLUB or call
Redstone lodging 837-4130/876-5713 for
the New Year’s Eve gala package. This
event is open to the entire Redstone com-
munity. The Challenger Activity Center,
building 1500 on Weeden Mountain Road,
will open for its New Year’s Party at 6 p.m.
Dec. 31. The $15 ticket price includes
DJ/karaoke, hors d’oeuvres, party favors 
and champagne. Call 837-0750/0751 for
details. The Firehouse Pub, on Hankins
Road, will also open for its New Year’s
Party at 6 p.m. Dec. 31. The $10 ticket price
includes DJ/karaoke, Tommy McPerson,
hors d’oeuvres, party favors and cham-
pagne. Call 830-2582 or 8420748 for
details. 

Holiday party
Make plans now to attend the 2002 IMMC
Holiday Party, Dec. 12 from 11:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Officers and Civilians Club.

See Announcements on page 17
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EBONY magazine only. For tickets call
852-9325 or 755-9196.

Auto skills class
MWR Auto Skills is opening its doors to
youths for an Auto Skills class. Grades 6-
12 can attend this free class to learn car
basics like changing a tire, vehicle safety
inspections, oil changes, and checking the
motor for basic maintenance. The first
class is 7 p.m. Thursday at the Auto Skills
Center, building 3617 on Entac Circle (off
Gray Road). It will be a shop safety orien-
tation to introduce the Auto Skills class. All
the remaining classes will be taught each
Thursday at 6 p.m. For more information,

call Carolyn 955-8401 or 313-3609

Crafts show
Pottery, hand-crafted clothing, jewelry,
and arts and crafts will fill the Von Braun
Center South Hall at the Northeast Alaba-
ma Craftsmen Association’s annual
Christmas Craft Show, Friday and Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday
from noon to 5 p.m. A gift certificate
redeemable at any booth will be given
away every two hours. Admission is free.
For more information, call 882-0725.

Prayer breakfast
The next IMMC Nondenominational

Prayer Breakfast is Dec. 17 at 7 a.m. in
building 5308, room 8124. No food or
drinks will be served, but you may bring
your own. Everyone is invited. For
information call Clifton Canady 876-
1587.

Youth camps
Registration for both School Age Services
(grades K-5) and Youth Services (grades
6-12) Winter Break Camps will be held
through Dec. 20 at Challenger Activity
Center, building 1500 on Weeden Moun-
tain Rd.  Cost is based on total family
gross income plus $15 Child and Youth
Services central registration fee. The

camps are open to youths whose parents
or guardians are military, retired military,
DoD or Army civilians, RSA contractors
or NASA employees.  A copy of a current
immunization record must accompany
registration. To sign up or get information,
call 876-3704 or 955-6309.

Chapel events
The community is invited to the Holiday
Tree Lighting, Thursday at 4 p.m. at
Bicentennial Chapel. The Catholic com-
munity will have “Christmas Around the
World,” Sunday at 5 p.m. with food tast-
ing at 6 at the chapel. Weekend mass is 5
p.m. Saturday and 9:30 a.m. Sunday.


